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ANI -THE RARE TROPICAL BIRD 
W. LeRoy Wilcox 
Nu.tBER 1 
While vacationing this winter in Florida, I made another 
trip over to Okeechobee in the Kissimmee region in company with 
Douglas Fisher, an ornithologist, and Walter Stickler, a noted 
photographer. I have made many birding trips with each of 
these men. Okeechobee Lake and the surrounding territory is 
noted for its bird life and is traveled each year by the 
Audubon Wildlife Tours. Hero·ns, Ibis, Cranes, and Lempkins are 
found in great numbers. 
On each of my trips to this noted region, I have had the 
pleasure of meeting one of America's outstanding ornitholo-
gists, lecturer and author, Mr. Alexander Sprunt. His last 
book, just off the press, • 'Birds of North Carolina" is out-
standing. On this occasion, as we were about fifteen miles 
.from Okeechobee City, I saw a station wagon filled with people 
leisurly driving along. As we passed, I recognized my good 
friend, Alex, so stopped and had a nice visit. 
That evening at the Southland Hotel, Alex told me of a 
rare tropical bird called the" Ani" that was nesting for the 
first time in our country and he thought that I should see it 
and make a picture, if possible. As a bird lover, nothing is 
more exciting to me than the prospect of seeing a rare bird. 
The place was Clewiston, Florida, about fifty-two miles 
from Okeechobee City. Next morning, bright and early, we 
started for Clewiston, which meant a drive of 104 miles, but 
what is a hundred miles to a bird lover? I remember at one 
time driving 1300 miles to make a picture of Pileated Wood-
peckers. On the way, we saw hundreds of White Ibis, Glossy 
Ibis, Snowy Egrets, Wood Ibis, Wards Heron, Little Blues, Green 
Heron, Bittern, Night Herons, Gallinules, Coots, Sora Rail, 
Solitary Sandpipers, Sandpipers, Turkeys, and Black Buzzards, 
as well as Carcara Hawks, Laughing Gulls, Ringbill Gulls, 
Herring Gulls, Brown Pelicans, Sand Hill Cranes, Water Turkeys, 
Comorants, and Lempkins. On this trip we identified 67 birds. 
We had been instructed to call upon Mr. Merritt at 708 
Palm Ave. at Clewiston. We found Mrs. Merritt at home and she 
very kindly gave us directions, insisting that we come back if 
we didn't find them. She said she would give us other loca-
tions where she had seen the Ani birds. In fact, she said 
1 
2 
there were about a dozen birds in the flock and that they 
seemed to be very tame. She described the Ani bird to be about 
the size of a Boat Tail Crackle, having a dull back with a head 
like a parrot and a tail like a Cuckoo. She said they sat up 
straight and that their tails hung straight down. They seemed 
to fly slowly and laboriously. She advised that they could be 
easily identified from a Grackle by their manner of flight. 
We were told also to go along a row of Date Palm trees, 
since the birds feed on palm nuts and on sugar cane. We drove 
a mile along the sugar cane fields and past the Date Palms, 
but no Ani birds. After an hour of careful search, we went 
back for more instructions and were directed out another road 
~long a canal. This trip also proved fruitless. It was noon, 
so we took time out for lunch before going back to see Mrs. 
Merritt. During our absence, she had heard the Anis in the 
neighborhood. It was clouding up fast and beginning to 
sprinkle and we feared we were out of luck again after three 
hours of searching. 
This time, Mrs. Merritt very kindly went agong with us. 
Within a block of her home she saw two Ani fly into a palm 
tree. I grabbed my movie camera and started for the tree. I 
took pictures at 100 feet and then started to close in. Final-
ly, I got to within 30 feet before they took flight. While I 
was taking the picture, several more birds came flying by. It 
was really too dark to take a picture, but I sure was going to 
try after so much work. I opened my camera wide and took eight 
frames per second. To date, the film has not been developed, 
but I really don't expect much. 
Roger Tory Peterson's A Field Guide to the Birds puts the 
Ani in the Cuckoo Classification. I can see no similarity 
whatsoever. This bird has a Parrot like bill and head. How-
ever, while the tail is long like a Cuckoo, it is held straight 
down like a Parrot's. 
I have always found throughout the country that people who 
love birds are willing to help others. We owe our success 
entirely to Mrs. Merritt. She also told us where we could see 
Lempkins. They are very difficult to see unless one is out on 
the lake in a boat. She directed us, while looking for the 
Ani, to go by some reeds. In one minute up flew four Lempkins. 
So ended another eventful birding trip at Okeechobee 
Lake. 
205 Sunderland Building, Omaha, Nebraska. 
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TWENTY - FI VE YEAR SUMMARY 
Ot-
BIRD MIGRATION IN NEBRASKA 
Part 4 - Birds of Prey 
William F. Rapp, Jr. 
Turkey Vulture 
Cathartes aura septentrionalis Wied. 
Brady ( 2) Feb. 18, 1948 Mar. 5, 1949 
Brule ( 3) Apr. 2, 1947 May 9, 1948 
Fairbury (9) Feb. 6, 1926 May 21, 1933 
Hastings ( 4) Apr. 21, 1935 May 10, 1941 
Omaha ( ll) Apr. ll, 1948 June 16, 1935 
North Platte (2) May 13, 1941 June 4, 1939 
North Platte-Stapleton (1) Mar. 23, 1935 
Red Cloud (2) Mar. 29, 1930 May 24, 1936 
Stapleton (4) Mar. 22, ~949 June 26, 1944 
Mississippi Ki te 
Ictinia misisippiensis (Wilson) 
Bl aden (1) May 12, 1948 
lIastings (1 May 14, 1944 
Eastern Goshawk 
Astur a. atricapi llus (Wilson) 
lIastings (1) Mar. l!, 1928 
Sharp-skinned Hawk 
Ace ip iter v. velox (Wilson) 
Bladen (2) Jan. '949 Jan. 4, 1947 
Brul e (3) Feb. b, 1947 May 9, 1948 
Chadron (2) Feb. 12, 1948 Feb. 27, 1949 
Fairbury (15) Jan. 6, 1948 May 26, 1936 
Hastings (13) Jan. I, 1931 May 18, 1940 
Lincoln (4) Mar. 6, 1927 May 6, 1928 
North Platte ( 5) Jan. 2, 1939 June 12, 1941 
North Platte-Stapleton (1) Feb. 3, 1935 
Omaha (10) Jan. I, 1927 May 4, 1928 
Red Cloud ( 2) Mar. 12, 1934 May 3, 1936 
Stapleton ( 5) Jan. 20, 1943 May 5, 1940 
Cooper's Hawk 
Accipiter cooperi (Bonaparte) 
Bladen (4) Jan. 23, 1946 Mar. 18, 1947 
Brule ( 3) Jan. I, 1948 Mar. I, 1947 
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Fdrbury (13) Jan. 3, 1938 May 26, 1936 
Hastings (5) Jan. 21, 1933 May 10, 1941 
Lincoln (3) Mar. 24, 1943 May I, 1937 
North Platte ( 6) Jan. 2, 1939 May 4, 194i 
North Platte-Stapleton (1) May 26, 1936 
Omaha (7) Jan. I, 1942 June 23, 1935 
Red Cloud (2) Mar. 20, 1938 Apr. 9, 1939 
Stap1e~on (6) Jan. 18, 1946 May 16, 1948 
Eastern Red-tailed Hawk 
Buteo b. borealis (Gmelin) 
Aurora ([) May 5, 1949 
Bl aden (3) Mar. 12, 1949 Apr. 16, 1947 
Blue Springs (1) Mar. 19, 1949 
llru1e (3) Jan. I, 1949 Feb. 12, 1948 
Chadrpn ([) Mar. 1, 1949 
Fairbury (15) Jan. I, 1948 May 12, 1936 
Hastings (20) Jan. I, 1929 May 14, 1944 
Lincoln (ll) Jan. 8, 1944 May 25, 1935 
North Platte (4) Feb. 20, 1936 May 15, 1937 
North Platte-Stapleton ( 3) Jan. 13, 1935 Mar. 29, 1936 
Omaha (15) Jan. I, 1944 May 2, 1930 
Red Cloud (9) Jan. 6, 1942 May 8, 1938 
Stapleton (12) Feb. 4, 1940 May 20, 1947 
Superior (1) Apr. 10, 1927 
Krider's Hawk 
Buteo borealis krideri Hoopes 
North P1at,te -Stapleton (1) Jan. 9, 1936 
Stapleton ([) Apr. 18, 1940 
Harlan' 5 Hawk 
Buteo borealis harlani (Audubon) 
Bladen (2) Feb. 23, 1947 Mar. 21, 1946 
Lincoln (2) Jan. 8, 1944 Mar. 22, 1931 
Red Cloud (4) Jan. 3, 1937 Mar. I, 1938 
Northern Red-shouldered Hawk 
Buteo l. lineatus (Gmelin) 
Bladen ([) Feb. 25, 1949 
Crete (1) Apr. 21, 1949 
Fairbury (2) May 3, 1933 May 22, 1926 . 
North Platte (1) Mar. 14, 1939 
North Platte-Stapleton (1) May 12, 1935 
Omaha (7 ) Jan. 18, 1944 May 31, 1942 
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Broad-winged Hawk 
Buteo p. platypterus ( Vieillot) 
Chadron (1) Mar. 5, 1949 
Fairbury (3) Mar. 5, 1930 Apr. 26, 1934 
Hastings (6) Apr. 19, 1938 May 17, 1947 
Lincoln (4) Mar. 17, 1926 Apr. 17, 1943 
North Platte-Stapleton (1) Apr. 16, 1935 
Omaha (14) Apr. 4, 1948 May 21, 1933 
Red Cloud (5) Mar. 17, 1940 May 16, 1939 
Stapleton (1) Mar. 19, 1937 
Swains on' 5 Hawk 
Buteo swainsoni Bonaparte 
Antelope County (1) Apr. 18, 1949 
Aurora (1) May 4, 1949 
BI aden (4) Feb. 1, 1947 Apr. 15, 1946 
Blue Springs ( 2) Apr. 29, 1948 May 4, 1947 
Brady (2) Jan. 7, 1948 Jan. 14, 1949 
13rule ( 3) Apr. 19, 1947 Apr. 21, 1948 
Fairbury (1) Apr. 5, 1943 
Hastings ( 20) Feb. 20, 1933 May 17, 1947 
Lincoln (11) Mar. 22, 1931 May 26,11943 
North Platte ( 6) Feb. 14, 1948 Apr. 26, 1939 
~orth Platte~Stapleton ( 3) Mar. 15, 1936 Apr. 20, 1935 
Omaha (1) May 8, 1943 
Red Cloud (9) Jan. 2R, 1928 May 8, 1935 
Stapleton (11) Apr. 6, 1948 Apr. 22, 1947 
Superior (1) Apr. 20, 1927 
American Rough-legged lIawk 
Buteo lagopus s. johannis (Gmelin) 
B1 aden (4) Jan. 1, 1947 Feb. 12, 1946 
Brule (3) Jan. 2, 1949 Jan. 5, 1947 
Hastings (14) Jan. 14, 1949 May 9, 1942 
Lincoln (3) Feb. 12, 1927 Apr. 10, 1938 
North Platte ( 5) Jan. 5, 1949 Apr. 13, 1947 
North Platte-Stapleton ( 3) Jan. 1, 1936 Jan. 28, 1935 
Omaha (1) Jan. 26, 1943 
Red Cloud ( 6) Jan. 1, 1932 Apr. 27, 1938 
Stapleton (10) Jan. 1, 1937 Jan. 10, 1945 
Ferruginous Rough-leg 
Buteo regalis «ray) 
Illaden (4) Jan. 1, 1949 Jan. 20, 1947 
llrule (3) Jan. 1, 1948 Jan. 3, 1947 
Fairbury (3) Apr. 1, 1945 May 2, 1943 
lIastings (7) Jan. 18, 1928 May 14, 1944 
Lincoln (2) Feb. 8, 1927 Apr. 18, 1926 
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l'<orth Platte (4) Jan. 2, 1939 Mar. 5, 1937 
North Platte-Stapleton ( 2) Jan. I, 1944 Apr. 26, 1935 
Omaha ( 2) Jan. 17, 1927 Mar. 6, 1926 
Red Cloud (j) May 10, 1936 
Stapleton (IO) Jan. I, 1937 Jan. 24, 1948 
Golden Eagle 
Aqui La chrysaetos canadensis (Linnaeus) 
Bladen (4) Jan. I, 1949 Jan. 21, 1948 
Brule (3) Jan. 13, 1947 Jan. 23, 1949 
!'iorth Platte ( 4) Jan. IS, 1938 May 15, 1949 
North Platte-Stapleton (lJ Jan. 16, 1944 
Omaha (j) Apr. 24, 1944 
Stapleton (1j) Jan. I, 1938 Jan. 26, 1939 
Northern Bald Eagle 
Haliaeetus leucocephalus alascanus Townsend 
Bladen (3) Jan. 10, 1949 Mar. 12, 1948 
Brady (1) Mar. 18, 1949 
Brule (3) Jan. 4, 1948 Jan. 22, 1949 
Chadron (1) feb. 29, 1948 
fairbury 0) Feb. 12, 1933 
North Platte ( 5) Jan. 10, 1941 Mar. 30, 1939 
North Platte-Stapleton (2 ) Feb. 29, 1936 Mar. 12, 1944 
Omaha (3) Mar. 5, 1941 May, IS, 1927 
Red Cloud (1) Apr. 13, 1927 
Stapleton (4) Jan. 12, 1938 June 13, 1946 
Marsh Hawk 
Circus hudson ius (Linnaeus) 
Antelope County (I) Apr. 23, 1949 
Bladen (4) Jan. I 1946 Jan. 10, 1949 
Blue Springs (1) Jan. I, 1949 
Brady (1) Apr. 18, 1948 
Brule (3) Jan. I, 1947 
Crete (1) Jan. I, 1949 
Fairbury (16) Jan. I, 1934 May 13, 1933 
lIastings (14) Jan I, 1931 Apr. 8, 1934 
Lincoln (9) Jan. I, 1949 May 3, 1931 
N~rth Platte (7) Jan. I, 1939 Mar. 7, 1949 
North Platte-Stapleton ( 3) Jan. I, 1936 Jan. 5, 1935 
Omaha (12) Jan. I, 1944 Jan. 7, 1933 
Red Cloud (6) Jan. 4, 1942 Apr. 21, 1935 
Staple ton (10) Jan. I, 1937 Feb. 26, 1949 
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Osprey 
Pandion haliaetus carolinensis (Gmelin) 
Bladen 0) Apr. 7, 1948 
Brady (2) Jan. 26, 1949 Feb. 13, 1948 
Brule 0) Apr. 26, 1947 
Fairbury (4) Feb. 20, 1948 May 9, 1933 
Hastings (3) Feb. 14, 1942 Apr. 16, 1944 
Lincoln (2) Apr. 25, 1936 Apr. 27, 1931 
North Platte (1) May 14, 1949 
North Platte-Stapleton (1) May 4, 1944 
Omaha (7) Apr. 8, 1943 May 25, 1941 
Stapleton (1) May 15, 1946 
I3l ack Gyrfalcon 
Falco rusticolus obsoletus Lmelin 
Brule (1) Jan. 10, 1947 
Prairie Falcon 
Falco mexicanus Schlegel 
Bladen (4) Jan. 1, 1949 Feb. 2, 1940 
Brule (3) Jan. 4, 1948 Mar. 15, 1949 
Hastings (3) Mar. 3, 1928 Mar. 22, 1948 
Lincoln (1) May 6, 1944 
North Platte ( 2) Jan. 3, 1939 Jan. 11, 1937 
North Platte-Stapleton ( 3) Jan. 7, 1944 Mar. 25, 1936 
Red Cloud (10) Jan. 1, 1941 Apr. 20, 1935 
Stapleton (10) Jan. 1, 1937 May 19, 1939 
Duck Hawk 
Falco peregrinus anatum vonaparte 
Bladen (1) Mar. 26, 1948 
Hastings (3) Apr. 16, 1944 May 14, 1927 
Lincoln (4) Feb. 2, 1943 May 21, 1931 
North Platte (1) Mar. 19, 1939 
~orth Platte-Stapleton (1) May 5, 1935 
Omaha (1) Jan. 18, 1941 
Stapleton (5) Jan. 9, 1937 May 17, 1943 
Pigeon Hawk 
Falco columbarius sp. 
l3laden (2) Jan. 24, 1947 Feb. 20, 1949 
Brady (1) Apr. 19, 1949 
Brule (3) Jan. 21, 1948 Mar. 27, 1949 
Chadron (2) Jan. 2, 1947 Feb. 27, 1949 
Fairbury (1) \o1ar. 15, 1947 
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Hastings (2) Apr. 7, 1935 May 
Lincoln (5) Jan. 23, 1944 May 
North Platte (1) Apr. 20, 1939 
North Platte-Stapleton ( 3) Feb. 2, 1935 Apr. 
Omaha (4) Mar. 20, 1945 May 
Red Cloud (1) Apr. 13, 1925 
Stapleton (10) Jan. I, 1941 Apr. 
Richardson's Pigeon Hawk 
Falco coluabarius richardsoni Ridgway 
Hastings (1) 
North Platte-Stapleton (1) 
Stapleton (1) 
Feb. 19, 1928 
Jan. I, 2936 
Mar. 2, 1937 
Eastern Sparrow IIawk 
Falco sparverius Linnaeus 
Antelope County (1) Mar. 24, 1949 
Aurora (1) May 6, 1949 
Bladen ( 4) Jan. 5, 1948 
Blue Springs (1) Jan. IS, 1949 
Brady (1) Jan. I, 1949 
Brule ( 3) Jan. 31, 1948 
Chadron (1) Apr. I, 1947 
Crete (1) Jan. I, 1949 
Fairbury (18) Jan. I, 1'939 
Hastings (22) Jan. I, 1931 
Lincoln (19) J~n. I, 1925 
North Platte (7) Jan. I, 1937 
North Platte-Stapleton (3) Jan. 21, 1936 
Omaha (19) Jan. I, 1937 
Red Cloud (17) Jan. 29, 1942 
Stapleton (12) Jan. 3, 1949 
Superior (4) Mar. 10, 1929 
Desert Sparrow Hawk 
Feb. 
Mar. 
May 
Mar. 
May 
Mar. 
Feb. 
Mar. 
Apr. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Falco sparverius phalaena (Lesson) 
North Platte-Stapleton (1) Jan. 7, 1936 
Doane College, Crete, Nebraska 
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General Notes 
WHOOPING CRANE NOTES.- Whenever the Whooping Crane (Grus 
americana) appears in Nebraska, it makes news, for state and 
federal game authorities make an effort to keep check and 
advise the public not to molest or destroy this species which 
is so few in number as to border on extinction. 
On May 4, 1950 Deputy Conservation Officer, H. B. Guyer, 
discovered a lone crane near the Platte River at Overton, 
Nebraska. On May 20, 1950 he followed a report from Bertrand, 
Nebraska and found one lone Whooping Crane and proceeded to 
watch it for several days. For about a month it could be 
found in one of the three shallow ponds in that area. The 
last time it was observed by Mr. Guyer was June 18 although he 
made several tours to the Bertrand area to search for it. 
Again on July 16, 17, ann 18 one lone crane was observed 
by different people at Bridgeport, Nebraska and positively 
identified by Edward M. Cassell, Conservation Officer at that 
place on the 18. It appeared to be feeding on grasshoppers 
from a hailed-out alfalfa field and frogs from a nearby pond. 
He continued his observation for five days and found it 
feeding in the fields and roosting in the river. Since this 
time no more reports have been noted about this lone unusual 
guest. 
Robert P. Allen, who is now at Tavernier, Florida asks 
us to watch for fall migrants. According to past reports 
they may be expected in Nebraska through October with the 
greatest numbers between October 10 and 25.- Mrs. Archie D. 
Middleton, Brady, Nebraska. 
NOTES FROM KEITH COUNTY.- During the past year several records 
were obta1ned which will add more information on the distri-
bution of birds in Nebraska: 
A pair of Ferruginous Rough-legged Hawks (Buteo regal is) 
bred northwest of Brule. The nest was on the side of a steep 
bank in a pasture. 
In a marsh in the southwestern part of Keith County two 
pairs of Virginia Rails (Rallus limicola) bred. These birds 
were seen with their young on July 4, 1950. One pair had 
seven young and the other, eight. 
On April 28, 1950 sixteen Avocets (Recurvirostra ameri-
cana) were seen in a marsh southwest of Brule. 
The Willow Thrush (Hyclocichla fuscescens saliciola) 
which is considered to be an uncommon migrant was very common 
in the spring of 1950. 
The peak of the Mountain Blue Bird (Sialia currucoides) 
migration went through Brule on March 27, 1950. 
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The Rose-breasted Grosbeak (Hedymeles ludovicianus) which 
is rapidly spreading westward was identified by me this spring 
(1950). 
The Western Grasshopper Sparrow (Ammodramus savanna rum 
perpallidus) bred in Keith County this year. On June 16, 1950 
Mrs. Elmer G. Cole discovered a nest containing five eggs. On 
June 18, 1950 there were four young in the nest. This bird has 
always been considered an uncommon breeder in Nebraska. -
Harold R. Benckeser, Brule, Nebraska. 
FALL WHOOPING CRANE NOTES.- Mrs. Harold Carus, Kearney reported 
to me that she saw a single Whooping Crane (Grus americana) on 
October 20, 1950, 12 miles south and 7 miles west of Kearney in 
Phelps County. 
In The Courier, a newspaper published at Minden, Nebraska, 
in the issue for October 19, 1950 there is a report that Dr. 
Hodson Abbott saw one Whooping Crane south of Minden on October 
14, 1950. - Blanche M. Jones (Mrs. A. H.), Hastings, Nebraska. 
EVENING GROSBEAKS IN HARLAN COUNTY. - On December 3, 1950 a male 
Even1ng Grosbeak (Hesperiphona v. vespertina) appeared at my 
bird bath at Orleans, Harlan County. He also appeared on 
December 4. On December 7 five females appeared and then on 
December 9 the lone male. All six then came regularly until 
December 21. Since then I have seen two females on Dec-
ember 23. 
Haecker, Moser, and Swenk in the Check-list of the Birds 
of Nebraska, p. 35 state that the Evening Grosbeak is: "An 
irregular and rare fall to spring visitant over the eastern 
part of the state."- Mabel I. Melick (Mrs. C. S.) Orleans, 
Nebraska. 
FALL MIGRATION RECORDS FOR HASTINGS.- The following are some 
1950 fall migration dates for Hastings, Adams County: Avocet, 
Oct. 19; MourningDove, Oct. 6; Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Oct. 11 ; 
Burrowing Owl, Sept. 24; Brown Creeper, Oct. 22; Brown Thrash-
er, Oct. 6 ; Townsend's Solitaire, Oct. 26; Blue Gray Gnat-
catcher, Sept. 8; Golden-crowned Kinglet, Oct. 16; Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet Oct. 6; Blue-headed Vireo, Sept. 26; Orange-crowned 
Warbler, Oct. 6; Myrtle Warbler, Oct. 28; Black-throated 
Green Warbler, Oct. 2; Wilson's Warbler, Sept. 8; Brewer's 
Blackbird, Oct. 16; Arctic Towhee, Oct. 11. - Blanche M. Jones 
(Mrs. A. H.), Hastings, Nebraska. 
TOWNSEND'S SOLITAIRE IN SALINE COUNTY.- On December 24, 1950 
while taking the Audubon Christmas Bird Count, the authors 
observed a Townsend's Solitaire (Myadestes townsendi) on the 
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Doane College campus. This is the first record for the bird in 
Saline County. 
According to Haecker, Moser, and Swenk in the Check-list 
of the Birds of Nebraska, p. 28, Townsend's Solitaire is a rare 
winter visitant in the eastern half of Nebraska.- Janet L. C. 
Rapp and William F. Rapp, Jr., Crete, Nebraska. 
Announcements 
Fiftieth Annual Meeting of the Nebraska Ornithologists' Union 
The fiftieth Annual Meeting will be held at North Platte,-
May 11 and 12. The North Platte Bird Club will be host. 
Persons desiring to read papers at this meeting should contact 
Miss Doris B. Gates, 401 South Ash St., North Platte, Nebraska. 
Fifty-first Annual Meetin~ 
of the Nebraska Ornithologists Union 
The Executive Committee of the N. O. U. is eager to 
entertain invitations for the fifty-first Annual Meeting to be 
held in May 1952. Any bird club or group interested in spon-
soring this meeting should contact the'Corresponding Secretary. 
THE BOBOLINK. 
Bulletin No. 13 U.S.D.A. Div. of Biological Picture Survey 
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Photo by Roy S. Wycoff 
Piping Plover and eggs on a sand bar of the Platte 
River in Dawson County, near Lexington, Nebraska. 
Wilson Tout of North Platte, in his book co Lincoln 
County Birds", reports this bird as a common summer 
resident and breeder during some years. 
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Photo by Roy S. Wycoff 
Piping PloTer setting on its nest as it warily eyes the 
nearby camera. These pictures were taken with a tripod 
-mounted camera equipped with a devise for remote con-
trol of the shutter. 
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OBITUARY:- MRS. LOUISE GRIER 
L. O. Horsky 
Mrs. Louise Grier, whose tragic death occurred on November 1, 1950, was 
a member of our N. O. V. of quite a number of years standing. She was always 
very active and cooperative in our local N. o. U. activities and attended 
Annual N. O. L. meetings outside of Omaha whenever she possibly could. 
It seems most fitting to republish here the tribute which the associate 
teachers of Mrs. Lrier had published in the editorial column of the Omaha 
World Herald: 
A Tribute to a Fellow Teacher 
We wish to pay our affectionate tribute to the memory of Mrs. Louise 
Grier. She was a lover of all God's creatures. She was at home in the woods 
and all outdoors. She had a reverent care for flowers. Birds were personal 
friends to her. She became expert in the knowledge of bird lore and shared 
her joy in them with children and adults. 
She gave unstintingly of her time to her profession of teaching chil-
dren. ~othing that could help her school was too much trouble for her. She 
had no thought for personal tribute but took her reward from the pleasure of 
worthy accomplishment. She rejoiced in the success of her pupils and was 
happy to stimulate their thinking. She was concerned for each individual and 
nothing pleased her so much as to see a child become his best real self. 
With her staff associates she was modest and unassuming. She never 
valued herself enough. She loved to laugh and added a sparkle of humor to 
the lives of those around her. She never forgot a kindness that some one 
had done for her. She was creative in her living and appreciated this 
quality in others. 
~ritten by Irene Andrews and signed by fourteen teachers of Larfield and 
IIawthorne School and their principal, Lucille Jalas. 
Book Reviews 
AI\ INTRODt:CTION T0 BIRDS. By John Kieran. Carden City 
Publishing Co., Inc. Garden City, 1950: 77 pp. S2.00 
This is a book for beginners. It is not a field guide, but rather a 
book which will help the beginner learn something about the common birds of 
~orth America. One hundred birds are discussed and illustrated with color 
paintings by Don Eckelberry. If you know some boy or girl who is becoming 
interested in birds, this book would make a nice gift. -W.F.R. 
BIRDS. By Ilerbert S. Zim and Ira 1\. Gabrielson. Simon 
and Schuster. f'ew \ork, 1949: 157 pp. S1.00. 
The subtitle of this book, I'Guide to the Most Familar American 
lHrds", is an excellent description. The authors claim that over 250 
species may be identified with the aid of their book. One hundred and 
twelve species are illustrated in color by James Gorden Irving. A valuable 
feature of this book is the series of color maps showing the migration 
routes and breeding ranges of many of these birds. - W.F.R. 
Nebraska Bird Review 
Rorn!'; REDBREAST. By David Lack. Oxford lniversity Press. 
London, 1950: xi and 224 pp. 
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This book, by one of England's outstanding ornithologists, is 
interesting contribution to ornithological literature. It is a miscellany 
dealing with the rohin in English life; i. e. with the hird's unnatural 
history, not natural history. There are discussions of such famil-iar 
stories as I 'Who Killed Cock Robin?" and many others. lhere are seven 
illustrations in color, chiefly from nineteenth century works. - ~.F'.R. 
FAMILIAR BIRDS OF TIlE PACIfIC SOlTllWEST. 
Vechten Dickey. Standford university Press. 
California, 1948: xx and 241 pp. $3.75 
13y Florence Van 
Stand ford, 
This book is written primarily for bird students living in Arizona, 
New Mexico, and Southern California. It is intended mainly as a field guide 
and for the area for which it is designed it is adequate. l"here are one 
hundred and two color plates, many from photographs. Lnfortunately many of 
the color plates are poorly reproduced. !Iowever, if yO'll are planning to 
visit the Pacific Southwest, this is a handy book to have. - W.F.R. 
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